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degree of prosperity, and the people will remain
quiet, not because it despairs of amelioration, but
because it is conscious of the advantages of its con-
dition. If all the consequences of this state of things
were not good or useful, society would at least have
appropriated all such as were useful and good ; and
having once and for ever renounced the social ad-
vantages of aristocracy, mankind would enter into
possession of all the benefits which vcteiaocracy can
afford,                               //3J
But here it may be asked what xejjja^e adopted
in the place of those institutions, those ideas, and
those customs of our forefathers which we have
abandoned. The spell of royalty is broken, but it
has not been succeeded by the majesty of the laws ;
the people has learned to despise all authority, but
fear now extorts a larger tribute of obedience than
that which was formerly paid by reverence and by
love.
I perceive that we have destroyed those inde-
pendent beings which were able to cope with tyranny
single-handed ; but it is the Government that has
inherited the privileges of which families, corpora-
tions, and individuals have been deprived ; the
weakness of the whole community has therefore
succeeded that influence of a small body of citizens,
which, if it was sometimes oppressive, was often
conservative. The division of property has lessened
the distance which separated the rich from the poor ;
but it would seem that the nearer they draw to each
other, the greater is their mutual hatred, and the
more vehement the envy and the dread with which
they resist each other's claims to power ; the notion
of right is alike insensible to both classes, and force
affords to both the only argument for the present, and
the only guarantee for the future. The poor man